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Niihama City is located in the center of Shikoku Island and blessed with a rich
natural environment with the calm Seto Inland Sea to the north and the high Shikoku
Mountain Range to the south.

The Besshi Copper Mine, which opened in 1691, contributed to the modernization of
the city. Thanks to the continuous efforts of our predecessors, Nithama has developed as the
major industrial city of Shikoku with the Sumitomo Companies as its core.

Eighty years have passed since Nithama City was born on November 3, 1937 when Niihama
Town, Kaneko Village and Takatsu Village were merged.

When faced with many difficulties in the turbulent Showa and Heisei eras, our predecessors overcame them and
inherited traditions and culture along the way. I sincerely express my gratitude to the accomplishments of these
pioneers and I am deeply honored to continue their work.

There are three years left to execute the fifth long term general city plan which should also be a signpost for
administrative management of Niihama city. We will continue to improve the satisfaction of our citizens. Based on
the slogan of “Hello! NEW NIIHAMA” , we will complete the long term plan. In order to accomplish local creation,
we will endeavor to make a town where everyone wants to live, that Nithama citizens are proud of and want to
continue living here.

I hope this summary will help you in understanding the approach of the administration of the city of Nithama.

November 3, 2017

Katsuyuki Ishikawa
Mayor, City of Niihama
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