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Niihama City is located in the center of Shikoku Island and blessed with a rich natural environ-
ment with the calm Seto Inland Sea to the north and the high Shikoku Mountain Range to the
south.

The Besshi Copper Mine, which opened in 1691, contributed to the modernization of the city.
Thanks to the continuous efforts of our predecessors, Nilhama has developed as the major indus-
trial city of Shikoku with the Sumitomo Companies as its core.

Seventy-five years have passed since Niihama City was born on November 3, 1937 when Niiha-
ma Town, Kaneko Village and Takatsu Village were merged.

| want to express my hearty gratitude for our ancestors'service and efforts. | will certainly make
every effort to hand down the history and cultures of our well-loved hometown to the generations
to come.

The Fifth Long Term General City Plan is now in its second year and we will continue to improve
the satisfaction of our citizens. Based on the New Strategic Plan and slogan of “Akagane(copp-
er),Smiles brightly and Industrially, Environmentally symbiotic city”, we aim to create an city that
posterity can take pride in.

| hope this summary will help you in understanding the approach of the administration of the city
of Nilhama.

January 10, 2013 Katsuyuki Ishikawa
Mayor, City of Niihama
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The City of Akagane(Copper), Smiles Brightly!
An Industrially, Environmentally Symbiotic City!

The future image of the City
The city of Akagane(Copper)

The Besshi Copper Mine was once the largest copper mine in the
world, which had the world's largest copper production for the last
century. Besshi Copper Mine had played a very important role both
in the modernization and the international trade of Japan. By utiliz-
ing resources and the holistic efforts of ancient people, Niihama city
grew from a simple mining town into an international city. For local
people and people who live in Niihama city, they can take great
pride in the history of the Besshi Copper Mine.

To address the urban development, citizens have come together as
the identity of the town, we named Niihama city to "The City of
Akagane(copper)". In order to add charm to this historical city, we
aim at taking advantage of industrial modernization and traditional
culture to develop city's infrastructure, so that, we can create a city
that citizens can take pride in and make other people come visit and
live in.

Smile Brightly!

A city is nothing without citizens. In order to make the city full of
smiling faces, we will do our utmost to create a comfortable living
environment to cultivate children, and to make a cooperation system
in local areas. According to the Disaster, crime prevention counter-
measures, we aim to create a comfortable and safe society for all cit-
izens.

An Industrially, Environmentally Symbiotic City

For life to flourish and be preserved in this post-industrial-revolu-
tionised world, work is an essential necessity. Yet to maintain the
delicate of life and work, a focus on the development of industry
within environmental awareness must be of the highest of priorities.
It is with aim that the city of Niihama strives to become a world
class vibrantly industrial-nature orientated city!

Consequently, in order to be able to present a rich, full life to the
children and future inhabitants of Niihama, we have worked on
many environmental issues including global warming and such, so
that all can live in a stage of peace and balance between the indus-
trial and nature aspects of our grat city.

City Planning Principles

In order to build a reliable society, we are asked to grasp the citi-
zen's needs correctly, based on the clear principles, we will do our
best to promote the cause. We summarized four principles as fol-
lows.

1. To create a city where citizens feel safe and secure.

2. To create a city with citizens, organizations, enterprises
and relevant administrators equally.

3. To create a city where citizens have pride, attachment
and a sence of "home".

4. To create a city that values the responsibility of a future

for our children.
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